Protected: Ciaran
Gribbin
Singer, Grammy nominated songwriter, performer
and frontman of rock legends INXS
Hear Ciaran’s moving and inspirational story of
growing up as a young musician in the pubs and clubs
of war torn Northern Ireland … from leaving the bombs
and bullets to working with major stars like Madonna,
Paul McCartney and Al Pacino and touring the world as
the lead singer of INXS.

It's a Long Way to the Top
Ciaran Gribbin, like all of us, is on a journey. However his journey started a little differently. His
began in a war zone in Northern Ireland where bombs were being dropped at a steady rate and
riots pouring out on the streets was a normal sight.
Ciaran’s family lived in the countryside and as a young boy the love of music was being handed
down from generation to generation and Ciaran remembers hearing his uncle play the fiddle
during family holidays. At nine years of age he wrote his first song, despite not being able to play
an instrument himself. He begged his parents to buy him a guitar, but his mother insisted that he
worked for it. So like any other good Irish boy, Ciaran went to the fields and gathered potatoes to
save up for his first guitar. Once he saved up enough he began playing and practicing and putting
all of his energy and focus into his love of music.
But the troubles of Northern Ireland continued and in his teen years, Ciaran came face to face
with it. His band began performing in bars in Belfast every weekend while riots were taking place
on the streets around them. Heavily armed, Balaclava clad members of the Ulster Volunteer Force
were raiding the venues. Ciaran saw it as just a way of life and managed to stay focused on his
dream through hard work and perseverance despite the political turmoil and violence. His music
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was making people sing, smile and dance and that encouraged him to keep going.
Ciaran knew though that there had to be more to music than playing in pubs and despite having no
formal education, he applied to study music at the School of Music in Bangor, County Down.
Something special was recognised in Ciaran and he was accepted to study alongside some of the
finest musicians in Ireland.
He went on to tour with bands such as Snow Patrol, Scissor Sisters and Franz Ferdinand and
began collaborating and co-writing with other musicians including Paul Oakenfold with whom he
co-wrote Madonna’s Grammy nominated hit single, Celebration.
Twenty years of working hard, playing, practicing and writing paid off. While on tour in Australia
as his solo project Joe Echo, Ciaran met INXS keyboardist and songwriter Andrew Farriss at a
party who introduced him to the rest of the band. The members of INXS were so impressed with
Ciaran’s vocal and song writing abilities that they asked him to become the lead vocalist of the
band.
Ciaran had progressed in his journey from the dangerous streets of Belfast to taking the stage
alongside some of his musical idols with 20,000 adoring fans in the crowd. Ciaran performed over
fifty shows as INXS’s front man and he continues to write and collaborate with musicians from
around the world. He most recently signed with Snow Patrol’s musical publishing house, Polar
Patrol Publishing.
Ciaran is in strong demand as a corporate motivational speaker and as a facilitator/performer is
his very own highly interactive Rock and Roll Teambuilding.
Ciaran’s story of growing up during ‘the troubles’ in Northern Ireland and the difficulty of starting
a career performing in clubs run by the IRA, not to mention a few life-threatening close calls, is an
extraordinary and heart-warming journey, told with honesty, humour and pride. He is motivating
and inspiring and encourages us to never give up on our dreams.
Client testimonials
really enjoyed not just your presentation and stories of growing up in Belfast but also the
“ Iincredible
gig you did for us. You and your band really rocked it. You are a true talent and an
inspiration for perseverance. I still have the chorus of the song you created going through my
head!
- Keystone Financial

team was amazed at the calibre of Ciaran and his team and felt special to have such a
“ Our
professional performance individualised for our event. Ciaran did a great job of enthusing and
engaging our team in conjunction with meeting our corporate themes and objectives. I would
happily recommend Ciaran for other corporations looking to bring an event to life.
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- Scentre Group WSCM, Westfield Australia New Zealand

provided a captivating insight into his life growing up in Northern Ireland and weaved
“ Ciaran
the convention theme, Life Changing Conversations, into his presentation. These
conversations helped shape his future and showed us that trusting in people, never giving up
and striving forward against all odds to achieve your dreams, is possible. Ciaran was an
absolute delight to work with and a truly engaging speaker.
- Mortgage & Finance Association of Australia

presentation and performance at the gala dinner were absolutely fabulous. The band
“ Your
were sensational and I can't recall a time when the dance floor has remained full for the entire
duration of the dance sets. You certainly played to the audience!
- Mortgage & Finance Association of Australia

voice, let off the leash, is extraordinary, soaring and dipping on eddies of emotion.
“ Gribbin's
He has proven he is the possessor of a fearsome, restless musical imagination.
- BBC

had Ciaran in two parts. The first was the Rock & Roll Team Building which was brilliant.
“ We
A number of our delegates have said that it was the best team building activity they had ever
been involved in. It was so much fun & luckily our delegates really got into the performances.
Ciaran, Greg & Lindsay are wonderful performers & kept everyone entertained. The second
part was when we had them perform at our Thursday night welcome function. The only
complaint that we had from our delegates was that they wished they could have played longer
than the 45 minutes we booked them for. They were brilliant musicians, fantastic performers
& really lovely men who stayed around and had photos taken after their performance was
finished.
- Heritage Bank
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