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Gordon Tietjans

New Zealand's Rugby Sevens coach

Motivational speaker Gordon Tietjens has led New
Zealand’s dominating run in the world of rugby sevens
throughout the 1990s and 2000s. In 1999 his efforts
were recognised by being awarded the NZ Order of
Merit in the New Years Honours List. In 2007 Gordon
was awarded a Companion of the New Zealand Order of
Merit for services to rugby.

He has been the sevens coach since 1994, winning four
Commonwealth Games gold medals including rugby’s
first in 1998, along with a string of wins in tournaments
from South America to Dubai.

Gordon represented New Zealand in rugby sevens in 1983 and played 86 games for Bay of Plenty
between 1981 and 1989.

Since 1994 he has been a staff coach for the New Zealand Rugby Football Union and
selector/coach for the Bay of Plenty Rugby Football Union. In October 2000 he was named the
NPC coach of the year.

The Sevens World Series began in 2000 and under Gordon’s coaching, New Zealand won the first
six championships.

In May 2006 Gordon released his book Sevens Mastery.

Gordon was named the New Zealand Rugby Union Coach of the Year for 2010, recognised for
guiding his team to a fourth consecutive Commonwealth Games gold medal.

Gordon is a compelling and fascinating conference speaker and will motivate and inspire your
team to achieve the most that they can.

Client testimonials

“ Gordon connected well with the group with an excellent mix of humour and content.
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- ASB Bank Ltd

“ The audience listenend intently, responded to humour and gave appreciative applause at
conclusion.

- Alloy Yachts International

“ I wanted to thank you very much for the huge contribution that you made towards our dinner
and conference being the success that it was. Our guests thoroughly enjoyed your stories,
messages and fantastic sense of humour. Your attendance, presentation and timing really
made Lloyd and I look good and with our fingers on the pulse of our customers. Thank you!
Personally, I know that I’m a richer person for having met you. I respect your philosophies
and the way you live your live and run your teams.

- Pfizer Animal Health

“ Gordon picked our audience brilliantly. His stories were entirely relevant to our team. The
feedback from our operations team in particular was fantastic, and this was the primary
audience. This is a great achievement as we have struggled to achieve this objective in the
past. His stories were inspiring and personally challenging, and his delivery style made
everyone feel engaged.

- Tip Top
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